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Abstract 

Identity is an individual’s selfhood. A person is known to the world by his/her 

identity. In the case of suppressed people, the identity is defined and realized through the 

dominant and mainstream culture. Beatrice Culleton Mosioner’s In Search of April Raintree 

explores the identity of the Metis. April Raintree realizes her identity through a series of 

oppressions. She encounters the bare and plain truth of her identity through suppression, 

especially after her sister Cheryl’s unfortunate death. In this context, this paper argues that 

the identity of marginal people is defined and shaped by their relation with the dominant 

culture. 

 

Introduction 

 As a human, it is very important to have a unique sense of identity. This identity can 

include various streams of aspects like religion, race, sex, competence etc. Beatrice 

Culleton’sIn Search of April Raintree deals with the identity crisis of Metis, which leads to 

their cultural disintegration. The two sisters – April Raintree and Cheryl Raintree undergo 

such a traumatic experience of oppression and racism which shatters their life. In Search of 

April Raintree is a metaphorical search of April’s ‘Metis’ identity. Metis is the Canadian race 
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of people of mixed blood – Indian and White. Their ‘mothers’ were natives and ‘fathers’ 

were traders from Europe. 

 The novel shows how the natives (Indians) have lost control over their personal lives 

and culture. Because of colonization, many Aboriginal people were subjected to racism, 

loneliness, emotional upheaval and depression. The Metis suffered oppression and racism and 

the Metis children were put in residential schools where they were abused, sexually harassed 

and were brought up in European lifestyle. They were called ‘half-breeds’ or abused as 

‘squaws’ or degraded women. Colonialism brought in alcohol and prostitution into the native 

lives, and the Metis are forced to be drunkards and prostitutes. They lived in poverty, 

deprived of love and care. They were considered to be socially immoral and they were highly 

tormented by the colonial masters in their own land. 

 April Raintree and Cheryl Raintree are both separated from their family at a very 

young age. They are put into different foster homes, where April Raintree faces internalized 

racism and abuse for being a native. She is discriminated in her society and prefers to hide 

her identity. She embraces the white cultural and social norms. She goes through an outward 

transformation and cultural displacement. This obscures her true identity. She loses her time 

and energy in searching for her white identity. She erases her past, lineage and parentage and 

shifts from her nativity to the dominating white identity.Cheryl, on the other hand, is 

encouraged to be proud of being a Metis – she reads books of her native ancestry and 

develops a strong affinity towards the Metis individuality. 

 

Indifference in Childhood 

From childhood April Raintree faced racism and discrimination .when she was six 

years old she got attracted towards the White skinned lifestyle. She takes her Black skinned 

sister Cheryl to the park, there she associates herself with the European kids. “One group was 
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the brown skinned children who looked like Cheryl in most ways. The other group was white 

skinned and I used to envy them. To me, I imagined they were very rich and lived in big, 

beautiful houses and there was so much that I wondered about them. But they didn’t care to 

play with Cheryl and me. They called us names and bullied us .’’In search of April Raintree 

(16). 

These lines shows the racism and April’s love to live in a fanciful white society. She 

loves her sister Cheryl. They are very much identical but their thoughts and skin complexion 

are different. This makes April to be aware physical i.e Fair-skinned appearance. She goes to 

an extend of sacrificing Cheryl in order to be seen as a White albeit. April wanted to live as a 

white because of the mainstream domination, dislocation, separation from her family and 

self-alienation. The family’s separation is her first terror in childhood; she lost the love and 

care. Her situations in foster homes, especially at the DeRosierswere terrible. She was 

ridiculed and ashamed of being a Half-breed or Mixed-blood. 

April in her first foster home(Dion’s family), she was exposed to Christianity. She 

was started to lose her own cultural values. But she accepted this cultural dislocation in order 

to adopt the white standards. In DeRosiers she made an outcast, she was humiliated and 

bullied all the time. She had severe and harsh treatment. “Hey Maggie, you told Half-breeds 

were stupid’s and they lack brains altogether.”(53) the degraded treatment at the DeRosiers 

shattered her into pieces. “Anything to do with Indians, I despised.” (54)Meanwhile Cheryl 

was encouraged to trace her native ancestry and history. She enjoyed reading about natives 

and thought that they are heroes. She read the book about Louis Riel (an Indian to rebel 

against the colonizers). After getting her graduation she wanted to become a social worker to 

her people. 

On the other hand, April faced suppression and racism. She was a part of Indian and 

thought that Metis are alcoholics and gutter creatures. She longed for the luxurious white life. 
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As an adult, she married Bob Radcliffe; this is her childhood dream – to be white and rich. 

She turns happy to be in the white society. She sacrifices Cheryl and self-centers herself in 

the white standards. She consciously or unconsciously abandons her native lineage and 

cultural heritage. She wants to hide Cheryl because she is a typical native syndrome. 

“When I grow up, I wouldn’t be poor; I’d be rich. Being a half-breed meant, to her, being 

poor and dirty. It meant being weak and having to drink. It meant being ugly and stupid… 

Well, I wasn’t going to live like a half-breed. When I got free of this place, when I got free 

from being a foster-child, then I would live just like a real white person” (47) 

April’s obsession for the fanciful richness and elegance of white standards is evident in these 

words. She reached her goal by marrying Bob, but unfortunately she feels self-alienated in 

her white society. She is marginalized and conflicted in her heart because she herself is aware 

of her ‘native girl syndrome’, which she tries to hide. She fails miserably to succeed in the 

white world. Her interior conflict and trials of racism bring her back to Cheryl. She comes 

back to her native world, but is still unable to accept her native syndrome. She tries her level 

best to pretend as a white woman. She tries to uproot her native identity.   

Mentally and physically, she recounts horror and great pain of being a Metis. After 

coming back to Cheryl, she gets awfully raped like an animal by three drunkards. This shakes 

her life and strength. She is abused as a ‘squaw’. In the trial room, she has to defend herself 

to the white community and break the stereotypical notion that half-breeds are prostitutes. 

April Raintree is again a natural victim of being a Metis. She broke up with her 

husband to hide this fact. The racism and discrimination of the Westerners ruined her life. In 

the trial room, she longs for justice, but she is inflicted with so much of pain as she recounts 

the violent affair. She is ‘verbally harassed and tormented’ in this juncture. When she is 

accused of being a prostitute just because of her Metis background, she is ashamed of her 

own cultural identity. 
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The Bonding of Sisterhood 

April and Cheryl had unconditional love for each other as children, but as they grow, 

April snubs her sister’s identity. They part ways owing to their radical cultural views and lose 

communication altogether in the course of time. April goes to all lengths to associate herself 

with the White way of living, but fails miserably. On the other hand, Cheryl grows a pride of 

being a native and is encouraged by the richness of her native culture. She traces her ancestry 

and finds her father to be a drunkard and a ‘gutter creature’. She marries Mark, another white 

man, who pushes her into debauchery. A forlorn Cheryl, who is put down by the bitter truth 

of her father’s identity and her pitiable plight, commits suicide. This could be attributed as a 

failure, but her death evokes the lost bonding with her sister and makes her see the light of 

her native richness. April realizes the fallacy in her idea of the adopted western culture 

through the death of her sister. It is an irony that her sister’s staunch belief in her native 

identity was the cause for her disappointment and eventually, death. 

 

Cheryl - an alter-ego of April Raintree 

“Cheryl – stalk of grain which never bent to mighty powers of authority. At the same 

time that stalk could bend to the gentle breezes of compassion.”(121) Cheryl loved to strive 

for her community but unfortunately the native stereotypes made her a drunkard and a 

prostitute. April on the other hand forces herself to utter the words “No.. I’m a Metis.’’(151) 

In court she gets to know the past of Cheryl and tries to bond emotionally with her but Cheryl 

accuses, shouts at April for being an hypocrite. 

 

Conclusion 

April Raintree goes for a circular travel to find her native identity. She hides nativity, 

tries to embrace white society but finally returns to where she belongs. Unfortunately she 
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loses her sister in this metaphorical search for identity. Finally April utters these words: “MY 

PEOPLE , OUR PEOPLE” (207) and means them. It had taken Cheryl’s death to bring her to 

accept heridentity(207).  This firm resolve is carried out by Cheryl so passionately to make 

April realize her promising future with native identity. When she resolves thus - “I would 

strive for it. For my sister and her son. For my parents. For my people” (207), she accepts her 

native as a Metis. Now April’s self is transformed. Recognizing one’s roots gives identity. 
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